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We are a Church in the diocese of Blackburn of the Church of England, with two worship centres, the Parish Church (St. John’s) and Clayton Brook Community Church.  Each worship centre has a group of ministry co-ordinators who are responsible to the Parochial Church Council, which keeps one set of accounts.  This Annual Report covers the activities of the Parish during the year 2010, referring to the parish as a whole with its two congregations and including the parish accounts.
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The Parish of St John the Evangelist PCC Report for 2010

The vision of the Church is as follows:-

We Seek Revival through:-

Speak Out
Confidently proclaiming Biblical Truth, against the powers of darkness in us, in the parish, in the nation and in the world.

Reach Out
Through the power of the Holy Spirit using the gifts He provides, with compassion into a loveless and dying world.

Gather in for Christ
To make disciples who worship with God as their focus, as a body under the appointed and anointed leadership.

During the year 2010 the following served as members of the PCC:

Rt. Revd Alan Winstanley (Chairman from April)

Rev Tom Donaghey 

Jean Grindrod – Churchwarden

Elaine Clarke – Churchwarden (until April)

Janette Digney – Churchwarden (from April)

David Barlow - Lay Reader & Treasurer

Kathy Bigio - Lay Reader 

Les Jones - Lay Reader & Vice-Chairman (from April)

Roland Orr - Lay Reader

Janice Fishwick - Deanery Synod Rep 

Anne Harris - Deanery Synod Rep

Lyndon Wright - Deanery Synod Rep

Barbara Carr (from April)

Tony Cliffe (from April)

Jean Cronshaw

Stuart Cross - Lay Chairman (until April)

Don Harris

Hugh Johnson 

Diane Jones (from April)

Gill Lancaster 

Jean Lomax

Gill Menhennet 

Cath Orr - Secretary

Julie Summers 

Christine Whiteside

Throughout 2010 the PCC met each month except for August & December.  A co-ordinator report from each church was given at the meetings.  The Standing Committee, consisting of Incumbent/Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Churchwardens and two other members of the PCC, were required to meet four times throughout the year to make necessary decisions before the next meeting of the PCC. 

Vicar’s Report on 2010.

2010 didn’t start well with the demise of the one remaining oil boiler at St John’s. It meant that we had to survive the rest of the winter on the radiant, electrical heaters which were more symbolic than effective.

It took until the middle of summer and £20k to right the situation, but the difference this winter has been very marked. 

Throughout the year I received excellent support from Tom and the ministry team. David Barlow decided not to renew his Reader’s licence in September because of work commitments, and Les Jones’s health kept him out of action for the last couple of months of the year. I would like to thank David for his support over recent years, and we wish Les a speedy recovery. Roland Orr and Kathy Bigio, our other two Readers, have been joined by Barbara Carr, Diane Jones and Gill Lancaster who are in their first year of Reader training. We are already appreciating their contribution.

 The emphasis on discipleship training continued, with ALPHA and SEAN Courses, a ‘God our Rock’ Course, and Cell Groups. My hope and prayer is that every member of our worshipping community will also be part of a small group.

Our Parish Weekend at Rhos on Sea in October was a great blessing, with Bishop Cyril Ashton’s ministry being much appreciated. We also had a day conference with our speaker from 2009, Irene Leake.

We continue to declare our purpose to be ‘the instrument of God’s kingdom’ in this parish, and seek to be faithful in worship, discipleship and mission, as we reach out in love.

Thank you all for your support and encouragement. 

+Alan Winstanley

Church Wardens Report – Clayton Brook Community Church
My first year in office has passed by very quickly. Team leaders have been appointed to oversee the various roles during our Sunday services. This has been a valuable resource as their dedication and commitment to serve God and others has helped in the smooth running of the church and has been a great blessing to all.
 
Many people have been encouraged to join an Alpha and SEAN course which has developed their spiritual life and understanding of the bible. One group completed their SEAN course earlier on in the year and were presented with a well earned certificate.
 
A long awaited music system has been installed and connected to the loop system. Also monitors connected to the power point are on trial for the worship team and leaders to use. Once the logistics have been discussed, this too will be in operation.  To all who were involved in this project a huge thank you.
 
The Lord has called us all, young and old alike to serve. Scripture says - He came not to be served, but to serve, and it is wonderful to see so many of our congregation following the Lords' example. So as we embark on another year, let’s encourage and build each other up in faith and prayer as we continue on our journey serving the Lord together. 
May God richly reward us as we remain faithful to Him.

Janette Digney

Church Warden’s Report - St John the Evangelist, Whittle-le-Woods
We had a very challenging beginning to 2010 when the church boiler broke down and needed to be replaced, so we endured quite a few very cold weeks!

Anyhow we had a gift day and then over the next few months quite a few events to raise the money and by the end of May the boilers were up and running and thanks be to God and his generous people it was paid for.
Also in May St John’s hosted the Bishops visitation and I want to say a big thank you to all who contributed into making this a very successful evening – Thank you.
In October about 25 of us went to Rhos-on-Sea for the Parish Weekend away together.  A great time was enjoyed, good teaching, good food and good fun together.
It is so encouraging to welcome so many people into our church each week, and I pray that we will be able to share Gods love together in a special way in 2011.
In December we enjoyed a Christingle service, which the children enjoy so much, the Carol Service was enjoyed by the few who managed to get through the heavy snow and frost.  The nursery and the schools enjoyed their nativity plays before they all broke up for the Christmas holidays.
As we go into another year I pray that the Lord will richly bless each one of us as we move on together in His love.
Jean Grindrod

Electoral Roll

After deletions and additions, the total number of names on the Electoral Roll for 2010 was 202.

Ministry Co-ordinators, Clayton Brook Church

Prayer

2010 was a good year of prayer at Clayton Brook, with many answers to our prayers.

Earlier in the year we held a special prayer time for Rachel Walker with well over twenty people meeting in prayer.  Rachel was very poorly and very soon she had improved greatly and was able to come out of hospital. We also prayed for Gods help when Rachel and her husband needed to sell their house quickly and get a house on Clayton Brook to rent.  Again God answered our prayers and although houses are not selling, they sold their house and had a place to live in Clayton Brook within two weeks.  God answering our prayers yet again.
At the Multi Culture Festival we decided to go ahead with having a prayer tent although we were advised by the festival committee that it was not in keeping with the type of festival it was.  It did turn out very successful and we had the public asking about the different things that go on in our church, people also came and prayed at the pebble pool. 
At our Church Festival, we had a prayer tent and gave away over 70 friendship bags that people made up themselves, each item put in representing something, example a tooth pick to remember God picked you, a candle to help you see the way etc, they were to keep for yourself or to give away to someone you knew and cared for.

Our prayer nights have continued and many prayers answered. We thank God for all answered prayers, and continue believing he is the only one who can help us in our times of need. God Bless all in the name of Jesus. 
Amen

Fabric Report 2009

The church is in good order, we have had two inspections, one from the quinquennial survey and another from the Chorley Borough Council and we are working through their findings and proposals.

 

Again we have had our share of vandalism, which has had cost implications.  These include the Velux windows and roof tiling as well as part of the church wall being damaged.  We did have a spate of severe window damage, this has now calmed down.  The hedging and front garden areas were tended and cut back this summer.

 

The upstairs rooms and the kitchen and toilet areas have had a good coat of paint.  The church internal lighting also was maintained, cleaned and repaired.

Under 18’s Report 
The groups on Sundays have continued as in prior years, with Kings Kids for our primary age children and G4G (Gifted for God) for teenagers. Attendances fluctuate but have averaged between 10 and 20 young people. Kings Kids have continued with Friends and Heroes learning material which has proved to be very successful. G4G have used Scripture Union material.
Leaders meet each Thursday for preparation and prayer.
Also on Sundays a well equipped crèche is provided as required for pre-schoolers.
Friday Club continued to run successfully, supported by a committed team of leaders and the prayer backing of the Church.  Membership is limited to 40 children with weekly attendance around 25 to 30. Special nights have been planned in an attempt to reach out to the wider families. 
We have continued to support the work of Fusion, who use our coffee lounge area for their weekly bible study “Talk nTucker”, and encourage attendance at the occasional Saturday themed away days. 
Our youth Cafe, Choosedays, is an outreach to the unchurched teenagers of the area, and can be difficult front-line work. Different formats and activities have been experimented with as the year has unfolded and experience gained.
The teens and leaders played an active part in the summer community Festival.
During the school summer holidays we ran a series of All Age Services and this year focused upon the life of Corrie Ten Boom over the 6 week period.
The donations from our Harvest Service were taken to the Fox Street Mission in Preston by 2 of our teenagers who were given a tour of the homeless hostel. 
Another busy year ended with two Christmas parties for the different age groups, Carol singing to some elderly members homes, and of course the Nativity service.
Thanks are due to all the leaders and helpers of all the above groups. Without their commitment it would not be possible to fulfil Jesus command - “Let the children come to me, for to such belong the Kingdom of Heaven”
Finally, please support the children’s work in your prayers. Ask God if you can serve him in this vital area of ministry. 

Ministry to the Person

2010 has been another year of changes, we started the year in January with the marriage of Samantha Darwen to James Baker and this sadly meant 'Goodbye' to Sam who has gone to help her husband with his ministry at Ribble Valley Free Church, we wish her and James a happy life together working for our Lord.  Two of our young people were confirmed at St John’s on the 24th January. We sadly have had some losses amongst our fellowship here at Clayton who will be sadly missed. Also we have rejoiced at the new people joining us and some who had left returning to the church.

Throughout the year members of Clayton Brook have attended various events including the Ladies Conference at St Anne's. A group of men went away to Holy Island for a short break; both these events are becoming annual ones. Spring Harvest at Skegness was well attended once again. One group completed the SEAN course and Alan presented them with their certificates during a Sunday morning service. There are more people continuing to study using Alpha. SEAN & Pure Gold.

The Age Concern Lunch Club has had a struggle this year due to change's of staff at Age Concern, problems with catering and the loss of some club members, however we are hoping that next year will see it back to its old self. The Club is held fortnightly in Clayton Brook Church every other Thursday from 12-2p.m. There are vacancies at the moment but we hope to fill them again soon. It's a good social time as well as a good meal. A Book reading Group has grown out of the Lunch Club and meets a Clayton Green library monthly, this is a good way of enjoying books as members give feedback on the book just read, before they collect the next one. Both these groups would welcome more members.

During May a number of the congregation joined with St John’s for the Bishops visit and we were able to see Janette Digney installed as our new Church Warden.  At the end of June a number went to the ordination of our friend Nick Proctor at St Leonard's Church Penwortham.

We joined in with the Multi Cultural Festival in June having a tent on the field and by opening the Church for tea or coffee etc about 300+ people attended and we enjoyed another great day with the Fusion Festival in July with again over 300 attending. Also we had a great night at Hoghton Tower for the Symphony at the Tower Night and we had great weather for all these events (very unusual for the Symphony) about 15church members and some from St John's went for a meal at the Beaumont to say farewell to Elaine Clarke as she left the church to join her children at the Ribble Valley Free Church, and we enjoyed a Christmas meal at the Pines Hotel in December.

The annual distribution of Christmas Gifts to needy children of Clayton Brook took place again this year. This is organized in conjunction with the local Health Visitors who provide a list of needy families whom they feel would appreciate some help over the Christmas period. Around 50 families received gifts & Invitations to the Christmas Services. Thanks to all who donated.

Ministry Co-ordinators, St. John’s Whittle

Admin & Helps

The co-ordinators have met most months with informal minutes being taken at each meeting.    The church website is continuing to run successfully.  The outside notice board has been displaying ‘wayside pulpit slogans’ throughout the year.  The rota for Readers and Intercessors has again been successful this year and we have had two new people joining the reading rota and one joining the intercessors rota.  Thank you to the people who remain so committed and who serve in this ministry.

Church Services

Thanks once again to the people who are committed to help in the smooth running of the church services.  There are a lot of different areas that need to be covered week by week.  Namely the sidespeople teams, the projector, the music group and of course the ministry team. Of course the church needs to be cleaned and the flowers arranged and the linen washed etc...

You are all a wonderful team of people and I hope and pray that many more will come and join our teams in 2011. Thank you to you all.

Prayer

Intercessions are offered each Sunday at 11am by a small group of dedicated lay people.  Tuesday evening prayer meetings are held once a month.  Individual prayer is offered at our 11am service each Sunday.  The prayer chain remains faithfully active for urgent or emergency prayers.  Thank you to every member who prays so fervently.   Our prayer trios are praying regularly and receiving much blessing.  We have a prayer tree at the back of church for anyone to write down a prayer, this is then prayed for during Tuesday evening.

Junior Church

We had much to thank God for in 2010 – all groups having maintained or increased their numbers, and leaders and assistants have worked hard and been faithful to their calling. In January (2010) some children and leaders were involved, after many hours of preparation, in the ‘Joseph’ production at Lisieux Hall. The Christingle service on Christmas Eve was, as usual, well attended, and children and adults thoroughly enjoyed it.

The Bubbles Group, for children aged 3½ to 5 years, had another successful year. Many of our members moved onto the ‘Splash’ Group, making way for new members and more manageable numbers. Our ‘end of year’ Christmas party at Cheeky Monkeys was a great success. Thank you to all those who supported this event, and to Ian and Lorraine, the owners of Cheeky Monkeys and part of the St John’s family.  Our grateful thanks go to the team of leaders and assistants who continue to make this group possible and a warm welcome to those who have recently agreed to support this vital work.

On average there are between 8 and 12 children attend the ‘Splash’ 6-8 age group of Junior Church on a regular basis although there are 35 on the register.  We have been working from the Scripture Union ‘Splash’ teaching material.  The children are encouraged to find the stories in the Bible so that they become used to the Old & New Testament and how to look up chapter and verse.  Each session concludes with a practical activity so the children have something to take home with them, hopefully to remind them of what they’ve been learning. 

Junior Church cont....

Susan leads this group, mostly on her own, with occasional help from our older teenagers and Sandra. We thank God for her enthusiasm, dedication and perseverance.

The 9-11 year olds completed the final year with the ‘Searchlights’ material. We are thankful that we have seen much more consistency in the core attendance, as the children who have come up through the groups have grown in their faith and have a desire to grow in their Christian life. Please pray for them and their leaders. Prayers have been answered in that this group was sometimes very large and unwieldy, but we felt it wasn’t right to split the older children off until the right person came along – and now they have! Stuart Longworth felt that God was calling him to lead this group and we give thanks that he responded. At present they meet on the first Sunday of the month and the young people stay in church on the other Sundays. Please pray for more leaders, and the development of this group according to God’s plan.

In the Lent and Summer terms, 8 children aged between 8 and 11 were prepared for admission to Holy Communion by studying the tried and tested ‘Welcome to the Lord’s Table’ course, recommended by the Diocese. The group worked hard with their books and took a full part in group discussions. As usual, they enjoyed the party at the end of the course.

We are very grateful for the use of the school classrooms for our groups. They are always warm, clean and tidy, and we could not function without them.

Ministry to the Person

The year got off to a good start when we produced a shortened production of Joseph and His Amazing Coloured Dreamcoat.  Everybody involved gave lots of time for the practices in an evening, in a very cold church!  The children were the stars of the show and they showed remarkable talents, although, there was many a time when one wondered if it would ever come together, but it did, with a glorious array of colours. We all held our breath though on the day, when one young man, one of our leading young men, on the final rehearsal could not remember his words!  Needless to say after a bit of cajoling he finally performed his role like a true professional. 
We held the final performance in the Chapel at Lisieux Hall.  There were in excess of 200 people who came along to watch the show; parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles.  It was a great time of fellowship, nail biting, and sheer despair sometimes, but at the end of the day it was a great time and a big thank you is due to everybody who played any part in the production and also to all those people who came along to watch. 
The Befriending scheme is still in operation although we could do with a few more volunteers.  A big thank you to the volunteers we have for their input.  Hopefully, during this coming year we can make people more aware of the scheme and also attract more volunteers.  There are so many people in our parish that would benefit from just a visit.
We held a Jamie Oliver party in the chapel at Lisieux Hall.  The people who attended thoroughly enjoyed the evening and now have a few more additions in their kitchens and the church too benefited from the profits.
We continue to pray for God’s guidance and help and know that if things are in his will, it will bring his people a step closer to knowing Him.
Ministry to the Person cont....
Baptism numbers are still thriving with good visits to the families by Susan and her team.  Roland makes sure there is the chance to chat to people arriving early for the 11am service.  Roland keeps an eye on any health and safety aspect, and slippery steps and loose wires are dealt with accordingly.

Beehive Report
The Beehive is thriving at the moment with approx. 28 children between 0-4 years, with their mums/grandparents attending each week.  Many new mums have joined us during the year and as our numbers have increased over the year we have been looking for a new venue.  The new Village Hall was the obvious choice so we started making enquiries.

June -   Again we joined in the National Big Toddle and held our own in Worden Park, Leyland where we toddled from the car park to the children’s play area wearing pirate hats and eye patches, a sight to behold!!  We finished with a picnic together and a medal presentation for all who took part and we raised over £600 for Barnados.

July -  5 of our children left us for primary school, so we had a special leaving party for them and they all received a book.

October -  Tom joined us again for our Harvest Lunch which everybody enjoyed.

November -  During this month we held a book sale enabling some of our mums to buy Christmas presents.

December -  Once again we joined with Lilliput Nursery to present a Nativity play in church, which this year was entitled “The Star who couldn’t Twinkle”.  It was a huge success and thoroughly enjoyed by all.

We ended the year with our usual Christmas party in our new venue, the new Village Hall in Whittle which was a tremendous success despite the dreadful weather and even Father Christmas made it through the snow!!

We have a wonderful team of helpers without the Beehive wouldn’t run smoothly.  A good number of our mums also attend church regularly, so we praise God for all His blessings in 2010 and look forward to another successful year in our new venue.

Parish Gazette

The gazette continues to maintain its content and quality and produces 16 pages per issue.   It is a good source of communication and information for the parish.  The Sept-Dec editions were distributed free of charge to each child in the reception classes of both church schools.  This enabled their parents to be informed of services and activities in both churches.  A double edition was produced for July & August and again for December & January.  There are currently two advertisements in the Gazette from professional businesses.  This brings in much needed revenue to help the Gazette to be more cost effective.  Thank you to everyone who has contributed articles throughout the year.

Treasurers Report – 2010

This is my last report as Treasurer after seven years in the role. It has been challenging at times although God and His people have been faithful throughout that period and the Church has always managed to meet its needs. In addition to repaying a debt of over £20,000 to the Diocese, providing new boilers and completing major repairs to the Tower, which in total have cost over £90,000, the Church has been able to pay for its annual maintenance and  upkeep at both Clayton Brook and St John’s.

A big thank you to all those who have contributed financially over the years; for this the P.C.C. are extremely grateful. We now have some 120 people who give regularly either by envelope or standing order, with a substantial number also gift aiding their donation, which allows us to claim an additional 25% from the Treasury. 

Thanks again to all those people who play a part in the Church finances.

· To those who count the collections week in week out at both churches, a responsibility that can be quite onerous at times.

· To Mike Green who banks the giving every week. It is easy to forget how much time this can take and how important it is to the church. 

· To Martin and Tracey Edge who administer the Gift Aid scheme and recover the tax due from H M Revenue and Customs. It is a task which also carries considerable responsibility. The tax recovered has now reached over £15,000 without which the church could not pay its bills! 

· To the PCC members who manage the Church spending so well.

Gift Aid

If you make regular or one off donations and are a tax payer, and do not gift aid please give serious consideration to doing so. The scheme is confidential. If you do gift aid already but make one off donations to the church (flowers etc) please indicate on your donation and we will then be able to reclaim the tax.

New Accounts Format

Following a change in Charity Law the Church has now registered with the Charity Commissioners from January 2010, which has necessitated a change in the format of the accounts. These now contain greater detail than previously.

In particular we now show a Balance Sheet which currently comprises cash at bank and modest fixed investments held with the Diocese. The Church cannot cash in the investments but benefits from a small income every year.

Expenditure

The new boilers have been paid for, with specific fundraising and giving raising all but £6,600 of the total cost. 

The largest areas of expense were:-

· Our Parish Share to the Diocese was over £54,800. This covers Alan’s stipend and on costs plus pension provision. However we also pay around £25,000 a year to support Blackburn Diocese’s work and £3,000 to the Central Church. From the £25,000, funding is found for training etc. It also covers the cost of Curates so we do not have to pay Tom’s stipend but do pay his housing and expenses. I am sure you will agree we continue get good value for money!

· Utilities and services cost about £13,000 a year covering heating, lighting, Council Tax, and insurance. Heating was again circa £7,000 a year similar to last year.

· Repairs at both churches were again modest costing some £5,800, although we benefited from specific donations to offset the costs at Clayton Brook. 

· Finally the church remains committed to giving 10% of its income to charity. The Accounts Summary details which organisations receive support and this is reviewed annually by the PCC. The policy retains a balance between Mission and support and between organisations linked to the Anglican Church and other Christian agencies. 

Income

Giving in 2010 was at the same level as 2009, in spite of the economic downturn, which again left a modest bank balance for future needs. 2011 looks to be another difficult year for many people. Fortunately there is no Spiritual Downturn in God’s grace and provision.

However the church whilst covering its costs has little in reserve at present and any unexpected large bill could cause major problems. The church will again have to rely on God’s provision for anything unexpected and for increasing the outreach ministry to the parish. 

Then again He has never let us down.

If we take account of our Parish Share, utilities, services and repairs etc we now require at least £1,800 a week just to open. We started the year with a small bank balance of some £10,000; we end the year in a similar position with some £10,000 uncommitted. 
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